DATE
The Honorable Timothy Kaine

Patrick Henry Building, 3rd Floor

1111 East Broad St

Richmond, VA  23219

Dear Governor Kaine:

I am writing to urge you to include funding for the targeted expansion of the Healthy Family Program in your FY2010 budget.  In FY 2007, the General Assembly directed the Virginia Department Social Services and the Secretary of Health and Human Services to make recommendations for the possible expansion of Healthy Families.  As a result of a thorough process and evaluation of all 38 Healthy Family Programs in Virginia, Culpepper and Alexandria have been identified as being in the best position to take their programs to scale, providing vital services to the neediest young families in these communities.  Successful scale-up for both programs requires $1,421,614 in state funding for FY 2010.  What we learn from the expansion of these programs will benefit all of the 38 Healthy Family Programs in Virginia.
In these tight financial times, your support is even more important.  The Healthy Families Program serves families in our state who need our help the most, and these families, with no financial cushion and limited education and life experience, will need the resources of Healthy Families in increased numbers.  This investment will create a variety of benefits within Alexandria and Culpepper, and statewide:

· Healthy Families Alexandria will be able to more than double the number of families they reach, from 219 to 475.  Providing personalized support to our most vulnerable families will help them raise children who are healthy, happy and ready to learn, strengthening all our futures.

· The scale-up of these programs will be evaluated.  Evaluators are already in place and will study the community impact and document the lasting effects of this early intervention.  This evaluation will provide important data to inform expansion of programs throughout the state.

· Long-term financial savings for the state and city will be realized. Early intervention for children living in at-risk environments reduces societal costs in the future.  We know that, for every dollar spent, seven dollars are saved in future expenses such as special education, foster care, mental health services, juvenile justice and incarceration.
I have a personal interest in Healthy Families because, as a member of The Giving Circle of Alexandria, I know first hand the impact this excellent program has in my community.  The Giving Circle is a proud donor to Healthy Families Alexandria, granting $32,000 annually for the past four years.  We ask you to stand with us by fully funding the Healthy Families scale-up project.  The most vulnerable children of Alexandria, Culpepper and the whole state of Virginia are counting on you.
Sincerely,

cc:
Marilyn Tavenner


Patrick Henry Building, 4th Floor


1111 East Broad St


Richmond, VA 23219
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